
OBSTETRIC OPERATING ROOM CASE ‘LEVELING’ 
Definition/Possible 

Scenarios 
NPO Status  Maternal/Fetal Status Expectation/Alerts 

Emergent Obstetric Procedure (ex. Emergency C/S, cerclage, D&C) 

Patient to OR 
Immediately 
 
-Case may not be delayed 
under any circumstances 
-Possible clinical 
scenarios include those 
with immediate fetal or  
 maternal compromise: 

• Potential STAT 
C/S 

• NICHD Category 
III fetal heart 
rate tracing 

• Umbilical cord 
prolapse 

• Peripartum 
hemorrhage 

Need for emergency D&C 

Not Required Compromised 
 
 

1 

Notification to: 

• OB anesthesia team 

• OB Attending, Chief Resident, PGY-2 

• Charge RN 

• NICU Team, if needed 

• Clinical Technician 
 
-OB physician accompanies patients to OR and 
remains until emergency has resolved 
-Acuity of case to be re-assessed in OR and 
attending to attending discussion regarding 
urgency of intervention 
 
“Level Red in room ___to OR#___ stat” 

Definition/Possible 
Scenarios 

NPO Status  Maternal/Fetal Status Expectation/Alerts 

Non-Scheduled Obstetric Procedure 

Patient to OR preferably 
in 30 min; TBD by 
Provider 
 
-Possible clinical 
scenarios include: 

• NICHD Category 
II fetal heart rate 
tracing 

• Arrest of 
descent/dilation 

• Advanced labor, 
malpresentation 

• D&C needed but 
NO active 
hemorrhage 

Exposure required for 
laceration repair 

Not Required At risk for compromise, 
currently stable 
 

2 

Notification to: 

• OB anesthesia team 

• OB Attending, Chief Resident, PGY-2 

• Charge RN 

• NICU Team, if needed 

• Clinical Technician 
 
-OB physician accompanies patient to OR 
 
“Level Orange, room ___ to OR#___, ETA ___ 
minutes.” 

Patient to OR 
 
-Case may be delayed by 
Red or Orange case 
-Possible clinical 
scenarios include: 

• Patient presents 
to L&D requiring 
non urgent C/S 

Exam-indicated cerclage 
placements 

Required Stable 

3 

Notification to: 

• OB Attending, Chief Resident, PGY-2 

• OB anesthesia team 

• Charge RN 

• NICU Team, if needed 
Clinical Technician   



Definition/Possible 
Scenarios 

NPO Status  Maternal/Fetal Status Expectation/Alerts 

Scheduled Obstetric Procedure 

Patient to OR, Scheduled 
Case 
 
-Time to OR is dependent 
upon acuity of suite 
-Transfer to OR when 
agreed upon by OB and 
Anesthesiology teams 
-Possible clinical 
scenarios include: 

• Scheduled Cases 
(C/S, D&C, 
cerclage) 

• Postpartum BTL 

 

Required 
 
(If clear liquids in labor, 2 
hour wait until 
postpartum BTL) 

Stable 
 

4 

Notification to: 

• OB Attending, Chief Resident, PGY-2 

• OB anesthesia team 

• Charge RN 

• NICU Team, if needed 
Clinical Technician   

 


