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PEACEHEALTH
SOUTHWEST MEDICAL CENTER

VANCOUVER, WASHINGTON

• Nonprofit Catholic health care system 

with medical centers, critical access 

hospitals in WA, OR and AK

• 10 hospitals and 100+ clinics (and 

growing)

• SWMC is a 450-bed community hospital

• Busiest ED north of San Francisco

• Contract with ED provider group – EMA 
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JASMINE GARCIA
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• Diagnosed with GT at age 2

• Sister had GT and died from brain 

bleed

• Ms. Garcia had:

• Major bleeding from minor trauma

• Recurrent nose bleeds (epistaxis)

• Menorrhagia

MS. GARCIA’S GT
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DEFENDANTS

ZoomCare

Urgent Care

James Stupfel, PA

PeaceHealth SW

Medical Center

Jesse Kropf, MD
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FEBRUARY 3, 2016

11:30 AM 2:24 PM 3:07 PM 6:00 PM
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SIGNS AND SYMPTOMS

• Recent history: abdominal pain, bloating, vomiting

• Pale and diaphoretic skin

• Glanzmann’s thrombasthenia

• Vitals and lab results:

Normal Range Her Result

Pulse 60-100 158

Blood pressure 120/80 88/66

Respiratory rate 12-20 36

Hemoglobin 11.5-15 7.5
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ER TIMELINE, PART 1

3:07: Arrival

3:15: Type & Screen ordered (never completed)

3:20: CBC results – low hemoglobin

3:28: FAST ultrasound – “equivocal”

3:55: Intubation

4:00: Phone consult with Dr. Kujovich (OHSU)

4:23: Taken to CT scanner

4:44: Verbal report to Dr. Kropf – ruptured hepatic adenoma

4:47: Blood transfusion ordered
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ER TIMELINE, PART 2

3:07: Arrival

4:47: Blood transfusion ordered

4:47: Second type & screen ordered

5:11: Central line placed

5:20: BP falls to 65/26

5:25: BP of 53/25

5:35: BP of 44/24

5:48: Blood started

5:52: Code blue – cardiac arrest

6:00: New lab results – hemoglobin of only 4.3
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JASMINE GARCIA
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JASMINE GARCIA
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NATIONAL COUNSEL
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MOTION TO ANSWER RFA’S
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CAUSATION?

Feb. 7 Feb. 13 Mar. 9
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PLATELET TRANSFUSION REACTION AT OHSU?

• Increasing literature on platelet transfusion reactions.

• Unprecedented treatment for unprecedented patient.

• Interplay with standard of care defenses.

• BUT: no reported cases of permanent brain injury from 

platelet transfusion reaction
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Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

Timeline of Events

4
12:15 PM

Admitted

to OHSU 

5
6:39 AM

“obeys 

commands”

6
1:19 PM

“nods head to

yes / no 

questions”

7
10:43 AM

“Not following 

commands this 

AM”

“decreased 

mental status”

8 
“neurological 

exam remains 

poor off of 

sedation”

9
“semi-comatose 

… arouses to 

pain and 

repeated 

stimulation …. 

posturing”

10
“improved neuro 

exam today with 

intermittent 

thumbs up to 

command and 

withdrawal to 

noxious stimuli 

all four 

extremities” 

11
“unable to 

examine due to 

escalated 

sedation 

following acute 

tachycardia and 

hypotensive 

episode”

12
“semi-comatose, 

arouses to pain, 

decorticate 

posturing”

133
PeaceHealth

“Day 2” “Day 4” “Day 6” “Day 7” “Day 8” “Day 9” “Day 11”“Day 5”“Day 3” “Day 10”“Day 1”

10:50 PM 

“follows 

commands”

3:05 PM 

“makes 

purposeful 

movements”

4:44 PM 

“nods head

to yes / no 

questions… 

shakes head 

‘yes’ to pain”

10:00 PM

“shaking 

head in 

response to 

questions & 

reaching for 

endotracheal 

tube”

Mental Status

Platelet Transfusion Start 0920 Start 1147 Start 0010
Start:

17:02

End:

14:30

Worsened Vitals

Abnormal 

temperature, 

pulse, and

blood pressure; 

reduced O2

Worsened Vitals

Chest X-ray: 

possible 

pulmonary 

edema

Worsened Vitals
Peak temp: 102.7

Pulse: 153

BP: 179/104 

Lowest O2: 92%

First

Brain MRI

2/7 13:57

Second

Brain MRI

2/13 00:06

Cause of Injury

Dr. Coryell 03/28/2016

 “She has not followed commands since 6 days following initial 

shock … while edema typically peaks by 72 hours after anoxic 

injury, I would not expect the exam to have mental status 

deterioration after day 6 without a second event”
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MOTION TO TERMINATE DEPO
OF DR. LEE
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MOCK JURY EXERCISE
MAY 2023

• Goals

• Format

• Missing Code Sheet

• Testing of Causation Defense

• Overall Impression
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PRE-TRIAL RULINGS

• Plaintiff’s motion to exclude our causation defense: DENIED

• Defense motion to exclude career as MD: GRANTED

• Defense motion to limit experts and exclude Dr. Sze and Dr. Greer: GRANTED
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Meece.Doug_2-old

12
1

2

3

4

5
6

7

8

9

10

11

1506 Arrival PH ED Via Ambulance
1507 Triage – Agitated, Moving, Talking - Dr. Kropf At Bedside 

1508 Oxygen Mask, Vital Signs
1510 IV Fluid Bolus

1511 Vital Signs

1513 Labs Drawn
1514 Electrocardiogram

1515 Labs Drawn

1517 Vital Signs

1520 Chest X-ray

1523 Gcs 15

1526 Vital Signs, Order T&S

1528 FAST Ultrasound 

1532 IV Fluid Bolus

1535 Vital Signs, Urinalysis

1540 Bag Mask Ventilation

1542 Respiratory Therapy Pages
1543 Call OHSU Hematology

1548 Intubation

1558 Med BP

1607 IV Sedation

1614 Call OHSU Hematology
1623-1630 CT head, chest abdomen

1631 Sedation

1642 Back from CT

1644 Call Radiology CT Results

Central line placement, Chest x-ray, Vital signs 1750
Bradycardia/no pulse, CPR, Epinephrine 1752

Vital signs 1755

Call interventional radiology, Cath lab activated 1758

Family updated, Vital signs 1800

Massive transfusion protocol, Bicarb 1803

Vital Signs 1805

Hepatic surgeon bedside 1806

Vital signs 1810

Vasopressor infusion #2 1811

Interventional radiology bedside 1814
Blood trans., Labs sent (CBC, coags, IC), VS 1815

Call OHSU hematology, NovoSeven, Blood trans. 1817

Vital signs 1820

Blood transfusion, Vital signs 1825

Blood transfusion 1828

Vasopressor infusion #3, Vital signs 1830

Amicar infusion (medication) 1831

Contact hospitalist 1833

Vital signs 1835

Anesthesia bedside 1836

Labs (coags) 1837

Vital signs 1838

Blood transfusion, Vital signs 1839

Vital signs 1842

Lab draw (CBC, coags) 1845

To OR with surgical team 1851

1643 Vital signs

1644 Neuro assessment

1650 Vital signs
1655 Vital signs

1659 Call interventional radiology

1701 IV fluid bolus

1703 Med

1704 Amicar & NovoSeven given (med.)

1705 Vital signs

1708 Call general surgery

1711 Call intensivist

1710 Vital signs

1715 Intensivist at bedside; Vital signs
1718 Call interventional radiology

1720 Vasopressor infusion; Vital signsVital signs 1725
Call hematology 1728 

Vital signs 1729

Vital signs 1730

NovoSeven (medication) 1731

Vital signs 1735 

Vital signs  1740 

Call Michigan hematology, Atropine (medication) 1742 

Vital signs 1744 

Red blood cells/platelets 1748 

Call hepatic surgeon 1734 

February 3, 2016
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Code Blue

1752

Minutes

:10 :20 :30 :40 :50 :10 :20 :30 :40 :50 :10 :20 :30 :40 :50 :10

1752:16

PEA 

cardiac 

arrest

1752:28

Begin CPR

1753

Epinephrine 

1 mg IV
1754:44

Narrow 

Complex 

Cardiac 

Rhythm

CPR
1755:06

Cardiac 

rhythm sinus 

tachycardia

1744

Intubated 

BP 53/41 

P 80

1755

Intubated 

BP 135/83 

P 126

~3 min. Total Time

1755

Minutes

1754

Minutes

1753

Minutes

12 Sec.

Seconds Seconds Seconds
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What Happened at OHSU?

February 4-6

Platelet Transfusions

February 13 MRI

February 9, 11

Platelet Transfusions

February 13

Platelet Transfusions
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SETTLEMENT DISCUSSIONS

Opening Demand: $55M

First Mediation

Second Mediation

Third “Mediation”
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RCW 48.30.015
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